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Chinese New Year
     
     The sixth graders had a fun 
experience in their guidance 
classes. This year Westlake 
Middle school held a sixth grade 
celebration for Chinese New 
Year. This was an educational 
experience for the sixth grade 
student body. This activity was 
held in the cafeteria where food 
such as egg rolls was served. 
    The sixth graders made dragon 
masks and paper Chinese lanterns. 
Ms.Nicodemo taught the sixth 
graders a traditional Chinese 
dance. This occasion was led 
by Ms.Ilardi, Mrs. Matusiak 
and Mr. Keogh who made this 
an educational experience for 
sixth graders of Westlake Middle 
School.



Monster Storms
     
     The sixth grade BOCES trip was a fantas-
tic trip! The trip had three parts that includ-
ed, exhibits, animals and Jim Witt, a meteo-
rologist. The exhibits were informative and 
enjoyable. There were a lot of hands on ac-
tivities like the prism glasses, the humidity 
room, and the paw cotton experiment . The 
people there gave a questionnaire to sixth 
graders and the students had to " ll them out 
during the exhibits.  
     After the exhibits we went to listen to an 
experienced worker from BOCES named 
Henry, who presented animals as meteorol-
ogists.  He told us the differences between 
folktales and real facts. He also told us how 
animals know when its time to hibernate and 
come out of hibernation. Henry brought out 
some animals, a snapping turtle and a paint-
ed turtle. The best animal was a REDTAIL 
HAWK, named Marley. They got it because 
it got hit by a car and someone brought it to 
the vet, who called BOCES, and now he is 
used as a learning tool. 
     After the presentation we went to lunch. 
Finally, we went to see Jim Witt. He ex-
plained the reasons that tornados, thunder, 
and lightening form. Jim told us that cold 
and hot air chase each other around and 
form a tornado. Tornados pick up every-
thing in its path. Jim had photos of a man 
taking pictures of a tornado coming. He also 
told us that when a positive charge and a 
negative charge come together they make a 
spark known as lightening. We experienced 
a live video chat with one of his students 
from the past. When the presentation was 
over we were given a calendar with weather 
predictions on the dates. This " eld trip was 
a positive experience for all, proving that 
not all learning needs to take place in the 
classroom!



Foreign Language
Roman Projects 

with Mrs. Martino

     March was Foreign History Month, 
and we all know what that means. It 
means an Italian history project with 
Mrs. Martino! The 7th Graders had 
the choice to do a mosaic, painting, 
Roman house, Roman jewelry, and 
even crowns. “They could do any one 
of these- they also had to research, 
print a picture, and recreate closely 
Ancient Rome,” commented Mrs. 
Martino. Some projects were on dis-
play for all of March. Do you think 
the students did a good job? “I think 
they did a fantastic job. They enjoyed 
the project and went above and be-
yond my expectations. For example 
Joseph built a coliseum, and Patrick 
made a painting, I think they are 
beautiful.” The classes studied Rome, 
talked about architecture, symbolism 
of Roman coins, pictures of rulers, 
and much more. Afterwards, they en-
joyed Festa D’italiano. Divertiti!

Student with her 
Roman Emper-
or’s Gold Crown 
and her  Crown 
of Laurels. A 
victorious gener-
al was rewarded 
with a Crown of 
Laurels. Golden 
Crown was worn 
by a Roman 
Emperor.

Student with his model of the Ro-
man Colosseum. The Colossum was 
built by the Romans in 80AD. It was 
used as a sports arena and could seat 
50,000 spectarors.

Student with his Roman painting, The 
Romans used paintings to decorate their 
homes and buildings. Some favorite 
subjects were garden landscapes, Roman 
mythology and everyday life.

Student with her Roman Mosaic. Mosaics were used 
to decorate the # oors in homes and public buildings. 
Mosaic art was spread throughout the Roman Em-
pire.

The Brain Challenge

      “Welcome to Brain Challenge,” our host said.  I would like you to meet 
Randy. “WHAHOO,”  seventh graders shouted. He asked us if we were smart. 
Half the students raised their hands, while others were being very humorous 
and playing around. There was the gigantic clock, and the students only had 2 
minutes to complete all the questions, in order to get one hundred points. There 
was a red team and a blue team. We had challenging questions, which certainly 
made you think how much you know and how much you don’t know, and how 
much you should know. The questions were not easy but they made the students 
very enthusiastic to learn more about the topic questions that were stated during 
the game show. There was also a physical challenge, which gave the students 
a break. The physical challenge was incorporated in the show very differently 
from most game shows.
      After every two minute round we would have a physical challenge. We 
would have volunteers come up and either hula hoop, dance with Randy, play 
Simon says and more. When our coaches, Coach Beyer (Red Team) and Coach 
O’Byrne (Blue team) were chosen, they pulled out students from the crowd. 
Three students for each team were pulled up to the platform while others 
cheered for them. You can tell that the students had fun being active and learn-
ing all at the same time.  Four teachers actually played a round and they were 
pretty amazing. It was Ms. Husband and Ms.O’Byrne (blue) verses Mr. Yaeger 
and Ms. Antonucci (red). Red won that round. The score was 100 to 70. The stu-
dents appreciated the teacher’s participation as well and loved to see the teach-
ers competing against one another. The students showed real school spirit and 
enjoyed the school activity. Students said that this is one of the best assemblies 
they have had this year. 



Eating Pizza



Eighth Graders--Washington



PTA Faculty Basketball Game



Hoops For Heart
Hoops For Heart

 

     Once a year, the 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade do participate in Hoops for 
Heart.  Before everyone actually 
does hoops for heart, every child 
raises money and all the money 
that the school raises, goes to 
research for hearts.  After a certain 
amount of money is raised, you 
get certain prizes.  When the day 
comes students actually play 
basketball in the gym. Students 
all had a blast.  Most people play 
games and jump rope.  Ms. Sawler 
says that if the kids are having 
fun and staying active, they will 
improve their health.  She also 
says that it is very important that 
heart research continues.  

Future City Comprtition
Best Infrastructure Layout 

Winner

American 
Mathematics 
Competition

Winners



Sports
SoftBall Track

Boys Lacrosse Girls Lacrosse

Baseball


